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WINTER WHAT’S NEW & LOOKING AHEAD TO 2025

HAWAI‘l — Immerse yourself in the spirit of the Hawaiian Islands this winter by exploring its
world-famous breathtaking landscapes, vibrant communities, amazing mix of cultures and unique-
to-Hawai‘ activities and events. Whether this is your first, second or third visit, every moment spent
in Hawai‘l offers opportunities to learn about, experience and engage with the wonder of our
Islands.

For additional updates about each island, reference the media sites of our Island Visitor Bureaus: the

Island of Hawai‘i Visitors Bureau, Kaua‘ Visitors Bureau, Maui Visitors and Convention Bureau and
O‘ahu Visitors Bureau.

MALAMA HAWAI‘I
Elfforts relating to sustainability and caring for onr people, place and culture.

Fairmont Orchid (Hawai‘i Island) is hosting and supporting the ‘Ako‘ako‘a Reef Restoration
Program to protect, preserve and revitalize the coral reefs of West Hawai‘i, including Pauoa Bay. In
August, the ‘Ako‘ako‘a dive team carefully collected corals from Pauoa Bay, transporting them to a
state-of-the-art coral research and propagation facility. Once the corals have successfully spawned,
their offspring will be reintroduced to a native habitat in Pauoa Bay. Guests are encouraged to
connect with the property’s beach ambassadors to learn more about ongoing coral restoration
efforts. www.FairmontOrchid.com

The Pacific Whale Foundation’s (PWF) Milama Pono Program (Maui) is offering a volunteer
program inviting residents and visitors to help mdilama ‘dina (care for the land) this winter. The
organization’s Conservation and Outreach team has revamped its former Volunteers on Vacation
program to continue to encourage and perpetuate destination stewardship and is also inviting PWF
staff and community members to connect with their island home. The program’s conservation
efforts allow participants to give back to the ‘@ina (land) and create memories as they contribute to

Maui’s sustainability. www.PacificWhale.org/Malama-Pono

-more-


https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/kauai
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/maui
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/oahu
http://www.fairmontorchid.com/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/malama-pono/
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NEW HOTEL DEVELOPMENTS

Located on the iconic North Shore, the Courtyard Marriott O‘ahu North Shore has completed a
property-wide transformation that includes revamped lobby spaces, upgraded recreational
facilities, refreshed guest rooms and more. The 144-room property, which remained open
throughout the 11-month renovation, celebrated its ninth anniversary in June. The renovation
boasts four new family rooms, including a king bed and two sets of twin bunk beds, for larger
families or a group of friends. All suites were updated to include kitchenettes.

www.Marriott.com/HNLOA

Fairmont Kea Lani’s (Maui) culinary team will construct a Festive Gingerbread Display
modeled after the abupua‘a (land division) of Palaue‘a, the traditional place name of the resort’s home
acreage. The gingerbread abupna‘a will highlight Fairmont Kea Lani’s wa nka (mountain) to a kai
(ocean) property features, including its villas and suites, three pools, dining venues, open-air lobby
and the resort’s Hawaiian cultural center, Hale Kukuna, as well as festive embellishments celebrating

the holiday season. www.Fairmont.com/Kea-Lani-Maui

Hawanawana Spa at Four Season Lanai recently introduced a series of treatments and classes
inspired by the ancient practice of sound therapy. The experiences incorporate singing bowls, gongs
and chimes to create healing vibrations, aiming to bring the brain into an alpha or theta state.
Signature offerings include the Three Senses Massage, which blends locally sourced Hawaiian
flowers and essential oils such as plumeria, pikake or tiare with the soothing tones of Tibetan sound
bowls. Guests can also experience Cocoon Sound Meditation while suspended in an aerial yoga
hammock or relax with Sound Bath Therapy, allowing sound vibrations to immerse the body and

mind. www.FourSeasons.com/Ianai/Spa

In early 2025, (Hawai‘i Island’s) Mauna Kea Beach Hotel will unveil a $180-million
renovation, evolving its offerings for modern travelers while preserving its heritage since Laurance
S. Rockefeller opened the resort in 1965. The transformation will include a redesign of the resort’s
252 guest rooms and suites and four dining venues, including the resort’s signature restaurant Manta,
which offers unobstructed views of Kauna‘oa Bay. The renovation will also feature an extensive
destination spa and infinity pool experience with 11 indoor and al fresco treatment rooms, a full-
setvice salon and an enlarged fitness center. www.MaunaKeaResort.com/Renewal

Mauna Kea Resort (Hawai‘i Island) has unveiled a new Chef’s Garden, providing fresh produce
for the resort’s kitchens, as well as a specialized botanical garden with indigenous and endemic plant
species. The botanical oasis offers benches for guests to sit and experience the bounty of Hawai‘1’s
indigenous vegetation. Additionally, the resort has its own on-property apiaries, which produce fresh
honey onsite and support the local environment by providing pollination for local farming, flowers
and native plant production. Mauna Kea Resort invites offers an immersive apiary tour and honey-
tasting excursion. www.MaunaKeaResort.com



http://www.marriott.com/HNLOA
http://www.fairmont.com/Kea-Lani-Maui
http://www.fourseasons.com/Lanai/Spa
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.maunakearesort.com/renewal/__;!!DlCMXiNAtWOc!0x2b_NzG4DcB-7jLGUou2rnIm_cVkTVJrcHcKDNqD417HghxAfiJ4fSvKmYGjTXWQBSIw-7_82xIaBGFapTh7g$
http://www.maunakearesort.com/
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Say “Mele Kalikimaka” (Merry Christmas) and experience the magic of the holiday season at The
Ritz-Carlton Maui, Kapalua. The resort offers a Hawai‘i twist on classic holiday traditions, festive
lights, family-friendly activities and seasonal “spa-liday” treatments. Relax in a Residential Suite as a
holiday home away from home a view. Holiday happenings begin on December 21 and will include:

e Letter Writing to Santa

e Festive Flower-Crown Making

e A Petting Zoo

e Mermaid Poolside Fun

e A Kapalua Calorie Crunch Walk

e Holiday Hula Lessons

e Breakfast with Santa

e Music concerts by Anuhea, Thunderstorm Artis and Gretchen Rhodes

e A Cajun Seafood Bake
www.RitzCatlton.com/Maui

The Royal Sonesta Kaua‘i Resort recently unveiled a series of renovations aimed at elevating
guest experiences. All guest rooms have been completely redesigned with contemporary island-
inspired décor and eco-friendly materials. The resort’s expanded pool area now features new,
relaxing lounge chairs, cabanas and landscaping. Kukui’s, the resort's signature restaurant, has been
fully revamped with an updated menu and extended outdoor seating, while the new Royal Lanai
offers grab-and-go breakfast, a full coffee bar and an evening sushi and cocktail bar. Other
enhancements include a refreshed lobby, expanded fitness center and sustainability initiatives, such
as solar energy panels and biodegradable products. www.Sonesta.com

Wailea Beach Resort (Maui), nestled between two of the island’s gold-sand crescent beaches, is
undergoing a refresh set to debut in early 2025 that will include updated guest rooms and
revitalized oceanfront villas. The new design will feature a color palette inspired by Wailea’s natural
beauty, reflecting Hawai‘l sunrises, volcanic lava rocks and native ‘9b:‘a lehua trees. Interiors will
blend natural materials, such as bamboo and &0z wood with curated artwork. Oversized /ina:
(verandas) with traditional Hawaiian pine‘e (daybeds) will welcome guests to unwind and enjoy
sunsets. www.Marriott.com

The Westin Maui Resort and Spa, Ka‘anapali has completed a $160 million transformation,
rebranding its Ocean Tower as Kukahi Tower. Designed with tranquility in mind, Kakahi’s rooms
feature natural color palettes, wood finishes, bespoke artwork and ocean views. At Kuakahi’s heart is
The Valley Alley, a 10,000-square-foot social hub with Topgolf Swing Suites, Duckpin bowling and
arcade games. Also accommodating meetings, group events and conventions, The Valley Alley and
expansive pool deck are available for exclusive buyouts. The resort is also introducing ‘Ulu Kitchen
by Peter Merriman, offering oceanfront dining celebrating Hawai‘i’s fishermen, ranchers and farms.
www.Marriott.com

CULINARY

Debuting at The Shops at Wailea in early 2025, Aurum Maui marks the first venture outside
Colorado for Destination Hospitality Group. Led by Maui locals Chef Taylor Ponte and General
Manager Natasha Ponte, the casual dining restaurant will offer New American cuisine, blending
global culinary techniques with local seasonal ingredients. www.AurumMaui.com



http://www.ritzcarlton.com/maui
https://www.sonesta.com/royal-sonesta/hi/lihue/royal-sonesta-kauai-resort-lihue
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/hnmmc-wailea-beach-resort-marriott-maui/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/hnmwi-the-westin-maui-resort-and-spa-kaanapali/overview/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/aurummaui.com/__;!!DlCMXiNAtWOc!1Bss4IuhNHwAXF_-BuH8_cBdoYw5H8Mc5zahy8WZpkgPAtlF-Usqcm3f9dId8Tpw0HkpOZ7KBSEhFvjd2RTtJVU$
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Coco Deck Lahaina, Kitchen + Bar (Maui) opened this fall at 1312 Front Street under the
leadership of Maui chef Alvin Savella. The new eatery offers a community-focused dining experience
with an oceanfront setting. The restaurant blends Mexican, local, seafood and American flavors and
serves tropical cocktails and mocktails. As Lahaina rebuilds, Coco Deck Lahaina hopes to become a
vibrant part of the community. www.CocoDeckl.ahaina.com

Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea opens its new sushi restaurant, Komo, in December.
Offering an intimate dining experience, blending authentic Japanese cuisine with the stunning beauty
of Hawai‘l. Under the leadership of Chef Kyokuni “Kiyo” Ikeda, Komo aims to delight guests with
harmonious flavors presented in the spirit of ho‘vkipa (hospitality). www.FourSeasons.com/Maui

Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea welcomes guests this holiday season with A Taste of La
Dolce Vita from December 19-21. The event will feature the flavors of coastal Italy and be in
collaboration with Italy’s San Domenica Palace, Taormina, A Four Seasons Hotel. December 19’s
MoonShine party will be complimentary for resort guests and feature specially curated menus at the
resort’s newly refreshed Ferraro’s Restaurant and Bar. Though the San Domenica Palace team will
only be on-site for the weekend event, the special menu and spritz items will be available through
January 4, 2025. www.FourSeasons.com/Maui

Havens Harborside, Fish and Chophouse (Maui), the food truck run by Chef Zach Sato,
recently opened a restaurant at Ma‘alaeca Harbor Shops. Committed to showcasing local ingredients
from fishermen, farmers and producers, the restaurant’s menu features a fusion of fresh flavors and
cult classics, offering everything from noodle dishes to smash burgers and temaki. Situated at the
harbor, Havens Harborside promises ocean views as a backdrop for dining. www.HavensMaui.com

Share a gift of Honolulu Cookie Company’s (O‘ahu) 2024 Holiday Collection, featuring playful
designs from Hawai‘i artist and designer Jana Lam. Lam’s cookie designs were inspired by a tropical
holiday and feature splashes of color and motifs capturing the fun and beauty of the Islands. The
Holiday Confetti flavor is new for this holiday season, featuring sprinkles of holiday confetti,
adding a dash of sweetness to Honolulu Cookie Company’s classic shortbread macadamia cookie.
www.HonoluluCookie.com

Kona Village, A Rosewood Resort’s (Hawai‘i Island) newest curated dining offering, Island
Roots, gathers guests around an outdoor communal table under &zawe trees, next to the resort’s
onsite farm, Kahiko Mala‘ai. The dinner’s menu spotlights fresh ingredients sourced entirely from
Hawnai‘i Island and the resort’s backyard. Dinners are available for resort guests on Wednesday and
Saturday nights at $185 per adult, beginning at 6 p.m. www.KonaVillage.com

The Ilikai Hotel and Luxury Suites (O‘ahu) recently welcomed Menehune Grill, a new restaurant
concept by the owners of Menehune Coffee Company on Hawai‘i Island. Guests will enjoy a variety
of options for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Signature dishes include a flame-grilled loco moco, o0
(mackerel-like fish) and chips and a house-smoked £d/ua pork omelet, along with a selection of coffee,
signature cocktails, beer and wine. www.IlikaiHotel.com


https://www.cocodecklahaina.com/
https://www.fourseasons.com/maui/
https://www.fourseasons.com/maui/
https://www.havensmaui.com/
https://www.honolulucookie.com/?srsltid=AfmBOopu4DtMxkN460_iEtxIEUND8nV5PkNqdsN4DZ4Ae8dmhgqYGnr6
http://www.konavillage.com/
http://www.ilikaihotel.com/
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ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

‘Auana (O‘ahu) is Cirque du Soleil Entertainment Group’s first resident production in Hawai‘l and
its first show to be curated around its host destination. The production will introduce Cirque du
Soleil’s performance artistry to Hawai‘i through the guidance and vision of several Native Hawaiian
creatives including Dr. Aaron J. Sala, Costume Designer Carrington Manaola Yap, and
Choreographer Kumu Hula Hiwa Vaughan-Datval. www.CirqueDuSoleil.com/Auana

Broadway in Hawai‘i is returning to the Islands, with MagicSpace Entertainment bringing three
incredible productions to the Neal S. Blaisdell Concert Hall (O‘ahu), which will reopen in early
2025 following renovations. The season of productions will feature Hawai‘1’s debuts of “Six” and
“Tina,” as well as the return of “Chicago,” all Tony Award-winning shows.
www.BroadwaylnHawaii.com

The spirit of the season will be celebrated at The Royal Hawaiian Resort’s (O‘ahu) Holiday
Li‘au on December 23, 26 and 30, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. A three-course dinner spotlighting
Hawnai‘i and crafted with local ingredients will be complemented by three drink tickets. www.Roval-
Hawaiianl.uau.com

The Hanalei National Wildlife Refuge’s (Kaua‘i) new viewpoint site is now open, offering a
self-guided visitor experience and safe access to beautiful views of the north shore. A centrally
located, six-sided interpretive panel welcomes guests and introduces them to Hanalei, the refuge and
the National Wildlife Refuge System. Two additional panels at each of the viewpoint openings share
more about the landscape, human and wildlife communities and refuge management. The viewpoint
was created by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in partnership with the State of Hawaii
Department of Transportation Highways Division. www.FWS.gov

The Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra (O‘ahu) recently announced a new collection of 10 additional
concerts for its 2024-25 season. Designed for audiences of all ages, the performances offer a mix of
popular film scores, immersive video game music and holiday favorites, including “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas in Concert,” “Star Wars: Return of the Jedi in Concert,” “Game On!” and “The
Music of Studio Ghibli.” www.MyHSO.org

Kona Salt Farm (Hawai‘i Island) recently announced its new Bathing Salt Making Station,
allowing guests to craft personalized bathing salts from a variety of essential oils, dried flowers and
Hawnai‘i botanicals. Kona Salt Farm’s salt is hand-harvested and sourced from deep ocean waters.
Visit in-person to make your own bathing salts and enjoy the natural beauty of the farm.
www.KonaSeaSalt.com

Written by Hawai‘i writer and playwright Lee Cataluna, “Kimo the Waiter” will be performed
onstage at Kumu Kahua Theatre (O‘ahu) from November 7 through December 8. The
production follows Kimo, who waits tables while pursuing his dream of acting professionally in the
1980s, a time with few roles for people of color except for local commercials. And sometimes, those
commercial images are even more limiting than Hollywood’s idea of what it means to be from
Hawai‘l. www.KumuKahua.org



https://www.cirquedusoleil.com/auana
http://www.broadwayinhawaii.com/
http://www.royal-hawaiianluau.com/
http://www.royal-hawaiianluau.com/
http://www.fws.gov/
https://www.myhso.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/konaseasalt.com/pages/the-farm__;!!DlCMXiNAtWOc!0x2b_NzG4DcB-7jLGUou2rnIm_cVkTVJrcHcKDNqD417HghxAfiJ4fSvKmYGjTXWQBSIw-7_82xIaBHSuQL_2g$
http://www.kumukahua.org/
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Lydgate Farms (Kaua‘i) recently opened its new retail store in Kapa‘a town. The Lydgate
Chocolate Tasting Room is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for tasting and
purchasing chocolate and booking tours. The farm itself remains open by reservation for farm tours
and volunteer harvests. www.LydgateFarms.com

Majestic by Atlantis Cruises (O‘ahu) is readying to welcome back £oho/i (humpback whales), who
migrate to Hawai‘’’s warm waters during the winter to breed and nurse their young. From December
26, 2024, through March 31, 2025, Atlantis Cruises will offer daily whale-watching cruises along
O‘ahu’s south shore aboard its vessel, Majestic. The vessel offers two air-conditioned decks with
panoramic windows and Seakeeper technology for a smooth, stable ride. The Majestic features a
spacious open-air top deck for whale spotting and tours include an onboard naturalist who will share
insights about humpback whales. Should the naturalist not spot a whale during the

cruise, guests receive a resail pass for a complimentary return cruise.
www.MajesticHawaii.com/WhaleWatch

This holiday season, Marriott Waikiki Collection guests are invited to celebrate 12 Days of
Christmas at the Sheraton Waikiki (O‘ahu), from December 13 through 24, with an array of
activities for the whole family. Guests can keep an eye out for the mischievous Elf on the Shelf
hidden in the hotel’s lobby and participate in festive events, including Christmas-card making on
December 14 and snowman-ornament making on December 16 at RumFire. On Christmas Eve,
Santa will be in the lobby from 10 a.m. to noon following his arrival via outrigger canoe.
www.Marriott.com

The City and County of Honolulu (O‘ahu) is among eight winning cities of Bloomberg
Philanthropies’ Public Art Challenge securing a grant of $1 million. The Public Art Challenge
initiative, launched in 2014, supports temporary public art projects addressing various civic issues
throughout the U.S. The City and County of Honolulu project, Wahi Pana (Storied Places), will
present a series of multimedia art installations on O‘ahu connecting key tourist destinations with
their 0 ‘olelo (stories). Native Hawaiian and Hawai‘i-based artists will be commissioned to collaborate
with cultural experts to research and create site-specific artworks highlighting the complex histories
of often overlooked cultural and historical sites affected by over-tourism.
www.PublicArtChallenge.Bloomberg.org

After a four-year hiatus, Wailuku First Fridays (Maui), the vibrant monthly street party where
locals and visitors enjoy live music, delicious food, unique art and shopping, returns November 1
and December 6. Vendors, food trucks, crafters and artists will fill the streets of Wailuku for both
events, creating a lively atmosphere celebrating local businesses and talent. Guests strolling the event
will get to sample a variety of foods, listen to music, discover one-of-a-kind goods, experience
Maui’s local culture and support the community. www.GoHawaii.com



http://www.lydgatefarms.com/
http://www.majestichawaii.com/WhaleWatch
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/hnlws-sheraton-waikiki-beach-resort/overview/
http://www.publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org/
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/events/wailuku-first-friday
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FESTIVALS AND EVENTS
For a full list of events around the Hawaiian Islands, visit GoHawait.com/ Events.

November 7-9, 2024

The 32nd Annual Hula O Na Keiki Festival (Maui) is set for Outrigger Ka‘anapali Beach Resort
this fall. The premier ek (children’s) hula competition showcases talented dancers, ages six
through 17, trom hdlau hula (hula schools) across Hawai‘i and invites all to celebrate Hawaiian
culture through workshops, exhibits and a local artisan market. Highlights of the festival include a
hula kabiko (traditional hula) competition on November 8 and a hula ‘anana (contemporary hula)
competition and awards on November 9, both starting at 4 p.m. A Hawaiian arts market featuring
local artisans will happen from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on both days.

www.OUTRIGGER.com/Kaanapali

December 8, 2024

Honolulu Marathon (O‘ahu) — The fourth-largest marathon in the U.S. begins its 26.2-mile route
at Ala Moana Beach Park before sunrise, sending runners through metro Honolulu and Waikiki,
then along O‘ahu’s south shore to Hawai‘i Kai before turning back and finishing in Waikiki at
Kapi‘olani Park. Participants enjoy a large sampling of city views throughout, including passes that
run along beaches and ocean and over the slopes of Lé‘ahi (Diamond Head State Monument).
www.HonoluluMarathon.org

December 22-25, 2024

Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Classic (O‘ahu) — The Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head
Classic is an eight-team, 12-game bracket annual tournament featuring an invitational lineup of the
nation’s top collegiate men’s basketball teams. The tournament is held at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa’s Stan Sheriff Center. www.ESPNEvents.com

January 2-5, 2025

The Sentry (Maui) — Formerly The Sentry Tournament of Champions, The Sentry opens the
2025 PGA Tour season on Maui’s northwest coast at the Plantation Course at Kapalua. For the past
25 years, Maui has hosted The Sentry, which aims to continue using its platform to ensure
awareness, fundraising and support for the West Maui community. The Sentry features an
accomplished field of pro golfers, including PGA Tour winners from the 2023 calendar year, and the
top 50 of final FedExCup standings. The Sentry annually attracts over 30 of the world’s best golfers
for tournament play. www.Sentry.com

February-May 4, 2025

Hawai‘i Triennial 2025 (O‘ahu, Maui, Hawai‘i Island) — In its fourth iteration, Hawai‘
Triennial 2025 (HT25) is one of Hawai?’s largest periodic exhibitions of contemporary art, involving
dozens of artists, key venues and organizational partners. Next year, for the first time, the exhibition
will expand beyond O‘ahu to Maui and Hawai‘i Island. The art festival’s theme is ALOHA NO,
which is a call to &»ow and an invitation to form new understandings of love as acts of care,
resistance, solidarity and transformation. www.HawaiiContemporary.org



https://www.gohawaii.com/trip-planning/events-festivals
http://www.outrigger.com/Kaanapali
https://www.honolulumarathon.org/
https://espnevents.com/hawaiian-airlines-diamond-head-classic/
https://www.sentry.com/golf/sentry-tournament-of-champions
https://hawaiicontemporary.org/
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March 2, 2025

Maui Ocean Center 14th Annual Maui 5K — Participants can run a 5K through the Ma‘alaea area
near the ocean center or walk an alternate mile-long loop; a virtual run-or-walk is also offered for
those who can’t attend. Proceeds go directly to the community, providing funding for local schools.
Runners and walkers can indicate the school they wish to support on their registration form. Online
registration closes February 26, 2025. www.Maui5k.org

-pau-

About HTUSA

Hawai‘i Tourism United States (HTUSA), managed by the Hawai‘i Visitors and Convention Bureau,
is contracted by the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HT'A) for marketing management services in the
continental U.S. The HTA, the state of Hawai‘i’s tourism agency, was established in 1998 to ensure a
successful visitor industry well into the future. Its mission is to strategically manage Hawai‘l tourism
in a sustainable manner consistent with the state of Hawai’’s economic goals, cultural values,
preservation of natural resources, community desires and visitor industry needs. For more
information about the Hawaiian Islands, visit gohawaii.com.

Special note to media: HTUSA recognizes the use of the ‘okina [*] or glottal stop, one of the eight consonants of
the (modern) Hawaiian langnage; and the kabakd [a] or macron (e.g., in place names of Hawai'i such as Lana‘).
However, HTUSA respects the individual use of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

Media Contacts:

Lei-Ann Field Kalei Kaaialii

Senior Director, PR/Communications Account Executive

Hawai’i Tourism United States Anthology A FINN Partners Company
lfield@hvcb.org kalei.kaaialii@finnpartners.com

(808) 924-0208 (808) 539-3451


http://www.maui5k.org/
https://www.gohawaii.com/
mailto:lfield@hvcb.org
mailto:kalei.kaaialii@finnpartners.com

